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Katy, Artie and Apple 
By Beth Springer 

 

 I met Katy Dealy in the mid 

nineties when we volunteered 

together at a local shelter. She was 

a vet tech and was so helpful in 

providing medical care for all the 

very sick animals. You could never 

find a more devoted and dedicated 

volunteer than Katy. During our 

volunteer time at the shelter 

someone brought in an injured male 

Australian Shepherd to the vet 

clinic. He had been hit by a car and 

was paralyzed from the waist 

down. A young vet tech tried to 

take him home, but his care was too 

much for her. She brought him 

back to the clinic. The rest is 

history. Katy took Appletree to her 

home and has cared for him for 

eleven years. Appletree has the 

biggest spirit of any dog Iôve ever 

met. His smile is contagious and 

will bring joy to anyone who meets 

him. He loves life and his disability 

doesnôt hamper him in any way. 

Katy has a cart she can take him in 

for walks and he really enjoys the 

company of other dogs. His coat is 

shiny and healthy and he exudes 

happiness.  

 

Some of the busiest folks I know 

are the ones who can always find a 

little more time to take on a special 

project. As long as Iôve known 

Katy, sheôs had special needs 

animals. Cats with FIV, Leukemia, 

Diabetes, etc. and all were loved 

and cared for their entire lives.  

It shouldnôt have come as a surprise 

to me when Katy offered to take on 

a senior cattle dog mix named Artie. 

He came to us from the Weld 

County Shelter. Artie had lived 

outdoors on a farm all his life and 

had not received any veterinary 

care. He came into the shelter intact 

with very long nails and in need of a 

good doggie bubble bath. The 

shelter was remodeling at the time 

and didnôt have a lot of kennel 

space. The staff didnôt want to put 

Artie down so he was transferred to 

us. We didnôt know at the time he 

had a condition called 

megaesophagus and myasthenia 

gravis. Megaesophagus is the 

dilation of the walls of the 

esophagus causing food to 

accumulate and not pass into the 

stomach.  This often leads to 

aspiration pneumonia.  The kind 

folks at Front Range Vet Clinic in 

Lakewood took Artie in to their 

clinic for about six months. His high 

maintenance care had proven too 

much for several folks who 

attempted to foster him. Dr. Brett 

Sargent managed Artieôs care and 

they tried several different forms of 

treatment to get his conditions under 

control. Due to the megaesophagus, 

Artie got aspiration pneumonia 

several times and was very sick. At 

the end of the six months, the clinic 

folks felt they had done all they 

Their lives are in our hands. 

 

 
Appletree and Artie 

Appletree and Artie 
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Your Donations Make Miracles Happen 

We can now accept donations online!!! 
Every time you give, you help save the lives of innocent dogs and cats like Bella, Frost, Lady, 

and other neglected, abandoned, and homeless animals.  Thanks to you, Good Samaritan Pet 

Adoption Center can provide these animals with kindness, medical care, and a loving foster 

home. 

To make an online donation, just go to our website 

 www.goodsamaritanpetcenter.org 

and click on the donation icon. 

If you prefer, you can mail a donation to 

Good Samaritan Pet Center, 

P.O. Box 202005, Denver, Co   80220 

 

could do for Artie, but didnôt feel his quality of life was great. Katy heard about Artieôs plight and agreed to 

bring him home and care for him.                                            

 

She was a perfect match for Artie since she has the medical knowledge to care for a dog with a major 

medical condition.  

Artie assimilated into her family very well. He made 

friends with all the adults and kids alike and enjoys 

getting into mischief with Cosmo, the black and white 

kitty, who likes to taunt and tease Artie. Katy feeds 

Artie gruel several times a day and then holds him 

upright for ten minutes so his food has a chance to go 

past the esophagus and into the stomach. Artie is off 

most of his medications and Katy is able to feed him 

regular dog food rather than a prescription diet. Artie 

is enjoying his new family and his new dog friend 

Appletree. They share sleeping space in Katyôs jumbo 

sized kitchen. What a wonderful ending this has been 

for Artie. He has found a place to call home and a 

family that provides unconditional love. We thank you 

Katy! 

 

Have You Changed Your Address? Please take time to notify us of 

a change in your address. Every quarter many newsletters are 

returned due to an incorrect mailing address. The money saved on 

postage will be used to help our animals. 
 

 
Katie Cuddles Artie and Appletree 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goodsamaritanpetcenter.org/
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17th Annual Chili Cook-Off A Success! 

By Barbara Burton 

A great time was had by all who attended the 17th annual Chili Cook-Off at The Retreat Grill & Sports Tavern.  

There were about 25 chilies, both red and green, entered in the contest. Bonnie did a great job of checking 

everyone in and calculating the votes. The top three winners in each chili category won cash prizes and more 

importantly, "braggin' rights"!  The fun, festivities and food generated much needed proceeds for Good 

Samaritan Pet Adoption Center and Almost Home Adoptions for rescued cats.  These two non-profit animal 

rescue groups split the proceeds so they can continue sheltering and taking care of the medical expenses for 

abandoned and homeless furry friends until they are adopted into their forever, loving homes.  Thank you to 

everyone who helped at and attended this event...and for your generous donations to these two wonderful 

organizations!! 

  

Also, a special thanks go to Dave Lowe, who has owned The Retreat, a fabulous establishment, for 31 years, and 

his staff who were great hosts and hostesses for the event.  The Retreat is located at the southeast corner of 

Evans and Colorado Blvd. in Denver.  Stop in sometime for a great hamburger, a cold beer and maybe a game of 

darts! 

Editors Note:  A HUGE Thank you to our fabulous organizers Susan Berry and Barbara Burton .  Susan and 

Barbara did a fantastic job this year! What a wonderful gift to the animals.   

 

 

 
Many entries were submitted for the  

Chili Cook- Off -  25 in all. 

 
Congratulations to Jeff Johnston shown here with 

wife Nancy who won first  
place for his red AND green chili. 
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Our Photo Gallery 

 

Rhonda Kelly sent in this picture of Apollo 
and Zena -  they are now 1 year old. 

 

Continued on Page 5 

 
This picture of Nicholas napping was sent in by 

Anna Smirnov who adopted him last spring.  He is a 
happy boy! 

 
Tara (now Gracie) after being adopted.  She is happy 

to be in her new home! 


