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Beauty and the Beast 
By Aree Bly 

 

Years ago we adopted a shepherd 

mix, Dakota, now age 14 (but 

young at heart), from a shelter 

when she was a one year old. We 

recently decided that it would be a 

good time to add to the family. We 

already have a family of four 

people, so another dog will just add 

to the fun! Of course since we work 

and the kids are in school most 

days, we need a special kind of dog 

to fit in with our routine. With all 

the coming and going, we were 

looking for a dog that would enjoy 

walks with us, but not need three a 

day. We decided that an older dog 

that needs a loving home would be 

a great choice. 

 

We spent many evenings looking 

online at the various dogs that 

move through the many shelters, 

but one at a Good Samaritan foster 

home caught our eye. She is a 

seven year old black lab named 

Beauty. She was described as 

mellow, friendly, housebroken, and 

crate trained. Basically a ready-

made dog, so we thought we would 

pay her a visit so that the kids and 

older dog could meet her, too. She 

lived up to her description when we 

first saw her. She was the one dog 

out of many that was just eagerly 

wagging her tail, but not barking, 

with excitement. 

 

She was eager to come home with 

us and the kids loved her at first 

sight. So we thought we would give 

it a go. As expected, the next few 

weeks were full of adjustments, 

though not the same as if we had a 

puppy. 

 

It may have been a new house 

issue, but Beauty was not as fully 

housetrained as we hoped. She 

quickly picked a great spot in the 

office as her favorite relief spot, 

and would often go there as soon 

as she came in from a romp in the 

backyard. So we went to the 

books to find the best way to 

retrain an adult dog. We started 

going outside with Beauty and 

really paying attention and 

praising her when she did her 

business in the right place. After a 

few days she was making 

significant progress. 

 

The second issue, in retrospect, 

was either one of boredom or 

separation anxiety. Beauty was an 

outside dog with her first family. 

The first times that we left her and 

Dakota alone for a couple of hours 

we would come home to a few 

messes to clean up in the office. 

Their lives are in our hands. 

 

 
 

Bela, Beauty, and Delia Bly 
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"For Every Dog An Angel"  and "For Every Cat An 

Angel"  are books dedicated to the special relationships 

people have with their pets. Author Christine Davis writes 
with a deep understanding and appreciation of animals and 
the many gifts they bring to us.  

 
Donation: $10.00 (plus $2.25 shipping & handling) 
Order by Check, payable to Good Samaritan Pet Center     
Mail order to: Good Samaritan Pet Center, Box 202005, 
Denver CO 80220 

 

So we tried putting her in the laundry room ï with food, water, a bed, toys, etc. ï for a few hours. Apparently 

the separation anxiety or boredom set in quickly, because in the two hours that we were gone, she was able 

to tear apart the room. So we recalled that she was crate trained, and set up a nice crate in the bedroom for 

her. Since she seemed to do fine for short stints while we were home, we put her in for a few hours again as 

we went to dinner. When we came back we found that she had used her time to bend the metal bars of the 

crate ï enough to almost stick her head out. In concern for her well being, we put the crate away. 

 

We decided that the only way that this would work is if she could have the run of the house and be able to 

get outside as well. So the last option was the doggie door. She took to it quickly and seems too appreciate 

the freedom that it allows her. And she has adopted some new, outside, areas as her favorite spots. 

 

Through these weeks we learned that while older dogs can be easier than puppies to adopt, some still come 

with their unique challenges, and often take a little adjusting on the part of the humans and the dogs. With a 

little patience, time and effort you can end up with a real Beauty.  Thatôs our special girl!   Our family 

wouldnôt be complete now without her. 

 

 

 

 

 
Coming Events 

 

 

 

4
th
 of July Celebration 

Town Center 

9288 Dorchester 

Highlands Ranch, CO    

1 pm to 4 pm 

 

Gray Kitty Birthday Party     

 July 11 and 12 

Tagawa Gardens 

7711 South Parker Road (1 mi. So. of 

Arapahoe),  Aurora, Co   80016 

11am to 3 pm 

 

 
Dog Wash Fundraiser      

July 18 

Pet Station 

2300 S. Colorado Blvd. 

Denver, CO 80222 

10 am to 4:30 pm 

Summerset Festival         

September 13 

Fun Day for the Dogs 

Clement Park 

Littleton, CO 

10 am to 1 pm 
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Your Donations Make Miracles Happen 

We can now accept donations online!!! 
Every time you give, you help save the lives of innocent dogs and cats like Nikki and Annie, 

Princess, Buckley , and other neglected, abandoned, and homeless animals.  Thanks to you, 

Good Samaritan Pet Adoption Center can provide these animals with kindness, medical care, 

and a loving foster home. 

To make an online donation, just go to our website 

 www.goodsamaritanpetcenter.org 

and click on the donation icon. 

If you prefer, you can mail a donation to 

Good Samaritan Pet Center, 

P.O. Box 202005, Denver, Co   80220 

 

Duffy Remembered 
By Margaret Deitrich 

Duffy came to live with us when he was eight weeks old - a tiny little black and while fluff ball from a sheep 

ranch near Greeley. He left his mother and probably twenty other Border Collies to be a very important 

member of our family. On the drive home, I thought he was so cuddly as he lay in my lap without moving. I 

later realized that he was scared to death, but quickly was able to integrate himself very comfortably into our 

family and into our hearts. 

When he was tiny, he stayed in our small bathroom while we were at work. 

That became his haven when he was frightened ð a frequent occurrence. He 

was such a smart little puppy that he noticed everything and was very scared 

by new experiences particularly if they involved loud noises. When the 

vacuum cleaner or the hair dryer was turned on, he would make a mad dash 

for "his" sanctuary ð the small bathroom. Initially, car rides also frightened 

him, and when we went to puppy kindergarten, he always managed to throw 

up in the car. Gradually, he outgrew his fears as he learned that none of 

these experiences were dangerous. The only fear he never outgrew was his 

fear of thunder. The only thing that seemed to comfort him during a 

thunderstorm was to sit in my car. My husband Dick decided that he was so 

smart that he knew the lightening couldn't get him because the car had 

rubber tires. 

His training was easy as he learned so quickly. He learned to sit by eight 

weeks, was easily housetrained and never had accidents unless he was sick. 

He loved his walks every morning with Dick who had him on a 30-foot 

rope so that he had lots of room to run but could still be ñreined inò when there were other dogs or bicycles on 

the bike path. When he was about eight months old, his sister, Tascha, came to live with us and they were 

buddies for the rest of his life. Tascha, a Lab, loves to play ball. Duffy never cared to retrieve, but he did love 

to ñherdò her while she chased the ball. 

In the last few years, he slowed down considerably but still loved to go for his walks although at a slower 

pace. He was on a low salt diet for a heart problem and during his last few months he had difficulty getting up 

on a slick floor. His back legs became weaker and weaker, and he frequently fell. Last week, he couldn't walk 

at all and he couldn't hold down any food. With enormous reluctance, Dick and I decided that we had to have 

him put to sleep. As you know, that is an excruciating decision and breaks our hearts. He was a very sweet, 

lovable, gentle dog, and we miss him terribly and will love him forever. 

 

 
 

Duffy 

 

 
 

http://www.goodsamaritanpetcenter.org/
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Our Photo Gallery 

 
Richard Zirbes is shown holding 

Hamilton.   The Zirbes family adopted 
Hamilton from Good Sam as a kitten.  
Hamilton was born on the 4th of July 

2002 so will be celebrating his 7th 
birthday this year.  He is a big, healthy 

boy! 
 

 
Mom sent in this picture of  Renee Terlaje napping 

with her Good Sam Kitty Shira 

Continued on Page 5 

Good Sam foster cat, Julia is 
very active and  likes to start 
her day making sure her nails 
are in purrfect condition. She 
loves to play with the other cats 
and when she isnõt busy chasing 
something she loves to sit in 
your lap and watch TV or just 
take a nap.   

 
Daisy Cool with her new daddy Jerry Cool. 

 



 
Debra Porter sent in this picture of her 

daughter Savannah holding Marshmallow 
who was adopted as a kitten from Good Sam 

in 2006.   Marshy will be three 
years old this year. 

 
Austin Roberts is pictured here with Gina.  He's 

our Foster Dad in Training.  Gina likes to be held 
like a baby and will fall asleep in your arms. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Gracie Lopez taking a nap with her special Good 
Sam dog friend Kodi. 

 
Kristy Watkins sent in this picture of her boy, 
Toby.  She adopted Toby in June of 2008.  

He is truly a big boy! 

Page 5                               Good Samaritan Pet Pipeline                                          Volume IX Issue 36 

 

 
Neil and Margot Ardourel sent us this 

updated picture of their boy Amos.  He 
seems to be doing mighty fine! 

Continued on Page 6 


