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See a Need, Fill a Need
By Carol Meyer

Timmy sleeps soundly on my lap, like
a newborn. Noises all around us:
slamming doors, playing children, a
nearly six-year-old reaching down an
picking him up, then nestling him in
her lap. He only slightly stirs before h
drifts off yet again.

JoJo is the runt of the litter, tiny, petit
frail, JoJo. She grows with each
passing day, yearning to reach her
sibling’s size. She is chasing flies
around the house, of which there see
to be plenty, for her as well as her
siblings. Nature’s entertainment.

Each kitty has her very own
personality, child-like and filled with
unconditional love. Each is unique,
with her own body language and
quirks. Each is loved equally, as
though she, along with her brothers
and sisters would be in my home
forever.

I have two adult cats of my own.
Phoebe is ten years old, and not very
social, while Socrates, our newest
baby, is three years old, but still loves
to play. Temporarily, my daughter’s
three adult cats are staying with us, 8
well. Five cats in the household are
about all my husband will tolerate on
permanent basis, along with me in th
mix, yet | have had to feed this urge t
give of myself and make an importan
difference, without adding to our
already temporarily expanding
household. So many pets in need of
home... How could | help?

For months | had been seeing a Goo
Samaritan foster mom’s ads on my
employer’'s communication website.
The photos touched my heart. | would
give them all a home, if | were able.

[© BN V)

a

A Publication of Good Samaritan Pet Cel

Suddenly it became clear. | wot
become a Foster Parent for this
extremely worthwhile cause, and sha
the love | have with animals in need,
on a temporary basis, until a forever
home could be found. What a great
way to help the animals, without
permanently disrupting our living
space.

Since | began fostering for the Good
Samaritan Pet Center a few months
ago, | have had the most incredibly
rewarding experiences. From getting
know each and every cat or kitten’s
personality, to their different quirks
and playful ways. My very first
kittens, Duchess and Diggy, were
siblings born to a Blue Point Siamessg
cat, who was only a baby herself. Frg
the moment they entered my home
they were family, not only accepted b

the humans, but all the other adult cats

as well. Duchess was quickly adopte
by a family in Durango. Diggy went td
a wonderful and loving home as well.
But my home would not be empty of
foster animals for long, for soon

afterward, | began fostering their mor
the Blue Point Siamese cat named
Sarah. Sarah, very soon, found her
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Continued on Page 2
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See a Need, Fill a Nee(Continued from Page 1)

forever home nearby. My son, Josh, and his fie, Clarissa, adopted her into their pet loving home, wharah nov
shares with a dog, another cat, and a hedgehog!

It has only been a few months, and already I've fodtee adult cats, and eight kittens. Initially, my bigdestr was
letting go. | knew my heart had enough love to allow them aulevthat same heart allow them to leave? It wouldn’t b¢
long before that would be tested. Tiny and black, &idkunk stripe down his back and through his tail, Ragaslmy
test. | had truly fallen in love, as his tiny formpleurled up on my lap each day while | worked on the comp¥teuld
my love for him inhibit my ability to let go? Had | fath so deeply and madly in love with him that | would le#ble to
release him? That day soon came. Someone was reanetBascal and the adoption was approved. As they walked
through the door | knew instantly that this young couple digile Rascal everything he would need, and the love the
would get in return would make the same imprint on thestRascal had so definitely impacted me.

The ultimate reward is to see the look on the newrparé&ace as they gently gather up their new family
member in their arms. Fostering for Good Samaritarghan me everything | had hoped for, and more.
Knowing | have given the love and caring | am capable etich and every one of my foster pets, is the
ultimate reward. Watching Robots, the movie, with mgngidaughters the other day, it hit me. “See a need
a need.” The quote from the movie rang in my ears. Téisaals need people who will love and care for the
until they find that forever loving home. The need defigiexists. Do you have room in your heart to fill this
need? I'm so happy | did...and always will.

U

y

fill
m1

Lord,

He has forgiven quickly. Would | do the same? He
passionately enjoys the simple things in life. And | have
often overlooked them. He accepts change and gets on
with his life. | fuss and worry about change. He lives
today and loves today. And | often dwell in the past or
worry about the future. He loves no matter what. | arot
that free.

Thank You for bringing this foster dog into my life. Had | not
made the decision to participate in rescue, | would nevevéa
had the chance to meet this wonderful being.

Yes, it takes time to rescue and foster.... but who gage m
Time in the first place? And why or what was the readamas
given Time? To fill my own needs? Or was there another
reason ever so small and seemingly insignificant, like raagu
this one dog, that could make a difference in anotherfe
Perhaps to add joy, hope, help and companionship to
another who is in need?

This very lovely dog has gone to his new home today and
already | miss him. Thank You for bringing this dog into
my life. And thank You for the beautiful and tender
lesson on how to be a better human.

With great sadness, | sat down on a footstool in my kitchen
this morning and watched as this foster dog bounced back into
the house and skidded across the floor to sit ever so peyfec

in front of me. He was the picture of health, finallyHe was all
smiles for me.... and | smiled back at his happy face. Deep

his eyes, the storm clouds of illness and generalized poor
health had blown away, and the clear light of his perfection
radiated out from his beautiful soul. He holds no ill will

toward man. He forgives us all.

| thought to myself as | impressed this one last long lookoh
into my heart, what a very fine creature You have ciesét
Tears slowly pooled and spilled over my cheekbones as the
deeper realization of how wonderful this dog is sank into my
internal file cabinet of Needful Things to Remember.

Lord, he's a dog - but he's a better human being than | am.

Our thanks to_Grace Saalsaa
of Mid-American Border Collie Rescuor sharing her
lovely poem with us.
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The Hallcrest Kennel Project
By Beth Springer

There is a special project under way on the outskifildipabeth, Colorado. Robert and Marilyn Hall run a
private boarding facility called Hallcrest Kennel. Thewe lived on this property for forty years. Marilyn has
been taking in stray dogs that are picked up by the Ellmemt§ Animal Control Department. She holds the
dogs for seven days and if nobody comes to claim thesndre put up for adoption.

Marilyn is facing several obstacles. First of all, dbesn’t have a website where she can advertise these
animals. And second of all, she doesn’'t have the fundipgy for spaying and neutering these dogs. A high
percentage of those coming into the kennel are not dltérbere are no low cost spay/neuter clinics in the
immediate vicinity.

Wonderful dogs are awaiting homes at the kennel. | pasgadwhides to each of them and they responded
with a grateful tail wag. | met Annie, the Bassett,mxo was as sweet as could be and eager to share her
rawhide with me. And there was Holly the Anatolian8texd who is a gentle giant.

One dog that we placed from the Hallcrest Kennels stamid® my mind. Her name is Sweetie and she’s a
Lab/Flat Coat mix. Sweetie was taken to Marilyn’scplafter being hit by a car. When she was taken to the
vet to have her spine xrayed they found a bullet lodgdei spine. Sweetie has some issues with her &ft re
leg due to the bullet, but it doesn’t stop her from emgyaveryday of life. She’s been placed with a family
who has a “special needs” child. Sweetie is theddther family. And another dog named Baby who came
from the kennel is in a foster home in Longmont. €hera high likelihood that the foster family will adop
Baby. They love him a lot.

Our foster mom from Kiowa, Janet St. Clair, is fostgra few of these dogs at a time, taking them to get
altered and then we are posting them on our website akohgnup flyers to help spread the word that they’re
available. Janet has really enjoyed spending time Wwibet country dogs.

If you all have any friends or family in the Elizabettea, Marilyn would welcome volunteers to come auat a
walk the dogs and she could use food donations and toys ahdeavior the dogs. Anyone in the Denver
metro area who would like to donate food or toys can conta and we will get the goods delivered to
Elizabeth.

We’'re going to help as many as we can to find them holmggjue to limited foster home space, some of the
dogs will remain at the kennel until they find a home.

To contact Marilyn directly to find out about the worfdédogs she has for adoption please call 303-646-4626.
Good Sam Dogs at Hallcrest

% $ %
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Your Donations Make Miraclgappen
We can now accept donations omlin

Every time you give, you help save the lives of innocent dogsatadike Obie, Foxie,
Jazz, and other neglected, abandoned, and homeless animafks to you, Good

Samaritan Pet Adoption Center can provide these animiikindness, medical care, and
a loving foster home.

To make an online donation, just go to our website
www.goodsamaritanpetcenter.org
and click on the donation icon.

If you prefer, you can mail a donation to
Good Samaritan Pet Center,
P.O. Box 202005, Denver, Co 80220

UPCOMING EVENTS

date event date event
Sept | Customer Appreciation Day Oct 28 | Mobile Adoption at Petco
15 at Pet Station 10am - 4:30pm (10:30am - 1:30pm)

2300 S. Colorado Blvd. 8100 West Crestline Avenue

Denver, CO 80222 Littleton, CO

For information call 303-757-6800 For information call 303-973-3079
Sept | 2007 Summerset Festival
16 Fun Day for the Dogs 10am - 5pm

Clement Park (Wadsworth & Bowles)

Littleton, CO 80128

For information call 303-973-3079
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Meet the Good Samaritan Board of Directors

Beth Springer - Executive Director

Hi, I'm Beth Springer and I'm the director of Good SarnaariPet Center.

After volunteering at a local shelter for severadnge | decided to start up a

rescue group that would care for homeless dogs and caigthfoster homes. Fostering is an ideal way
Fostering is an ideal way to get to know an animal amtbtermine their

special needs and personality traits. Our ability ttcmpeople up with pets

is in large part, due to the fact that we know our arsmelll. We’'ve had

some challenging animals, but with lots of work and dewadn the part of

the foster parents, the great majority of them aseqal into loving homes.

| have a nine year old English Springer Spaniel named Chipn though cats

are not his favorite, he graciously allows me to foster adult cat at a time in

our spare bedroom. Many adult cats have passed throughroerdwer the years. You never forget the
cats who’ve come into the program with complex mddssales and are successfully treated and rehomé
What a privilege to give these animals a second chanife.at |

The Denver community is a great animal loving communityva@avork together with many shelters and
rescue groups toward one common goal, saving the livesraalni Our group primarily helps local
animals, but we have also helped Katrina animals, dogs@&oodland Kansas and currently, dogs from
Elizabeth, Colorado. It's hard to be a stickler on bouadavhen an animal is in need.

| am involved in about every facet of the organizati@mfifostering, to organizing fundraisers, to answer|
calls from the public wanting to adopt or surrender amahito working with foster parents who have
challenging animals. It's the hardest job I've evet,Haut by far the most rewarding. Everyday is a new
challenge.

Our ability to help animals is limited only by the numbéfoster parents we have. Won't you consider
helping a homeless animal? It's a selfless gift thatchange lives one at a time.

—~——— ~ ~ —~—~ ~—— ~ ~

Carol Vogel - President

I’'m Carol Vogel and | am one of the original membershef Good
Samaritan Pet Center. | currently serve as Boarsidenat. Good
Samaritan began in 2000 and continues to be a quality awifare
organization. Each year we look back with pride athay abandoned
and homeless pets that we have saved, provided mediedbcand placed
in new, loving homes. We are also happy to help famiies have
legitimate reasons for rehoming a beloved pet through cerr fisogram.
We are non-profit, and nothing can be accomplished withelp from
those who support our mission. A monetary donationoaradi offer to
volunteer are always appreciated.

As a volunteer with Good Samaritan | have fosteredkeethe fundraisers,

done mobile adoptions, photographed dogs and cats for thénalpbd with

the newsletter, and presented pet care programs to yetsigand, like many others, could not resist
adopting two charming Good Sam critters—Willie is our 5 y#dituxedo cat who we fostered then

(o

od.

ing

adopted 4 years ago and Sunny is our 1-1/2 year old Lab/Béiwho we adopted last year as part of Go

Continued on Page 10
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Meet the Good Samaritan Board of DirectorScontinued)

Sam’s partnership with a Kansas rescue group. We adoptéieCoor Shepherd mix 9 years ago when
we found her as an abandoned puppy at a Taos motel. Weaalsohree rescued house rabbits, a
chinchilla, and a Good Sam foster/ “hospice” cat namegleAwho was born with an inoperable hole in hg
heart. She is almost two years old and still goingngtro

Helping to save the lives of homeless animals is edphe@avarding!! If you think it might be the
volunteer activity for you, give us a call. We alwaged more volunteers to help us accomplish our

mission. Take a look at our website and our newslattérsee if there is something you might want to he

with.

—~——— —~—~ ~ —~—~ ~—— ~ —~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~
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Gail Carissimi - Vice President

I’'m Gail Carissimi and | serve as Vice Presidenthef Board. | got

involved about five years ago when | saw a flyer on & \atlletin

board about a dog that needed a home. That dog wadataken

but my husband and | became interested in being a GoodbStEmn

family. Our first foster dog was a Chow mix sweetheared Ayla,

who with her “sister” had lived in a veterinary clirma cold, hard

concrete. In part because of that Ayla developed aeséver

problem. We adopted Ayla and, though she was with us only 18

months, her life impacted us greatly. Ayla’s story Vesdured in a

U.S. Humane Society story about the joys of adopting @ldenals.

Our second foster dog Smokey, a Gordon Setter/Aussigh®hd mix, came to us to rehab after a talente
veterinary surgeon mended her shattered leg after a mol®tay her. Good Samaritan paid for that
procedure and Smokey can now run all over the dog park! \Ma fel’e with Smokey and adopted her int
our family. Our third foster dog Cooper, a Corgi mix, waseanergency rescue”: his time was up at a log
shelter and euthanasia was the next step. Thank@&dlgd Samaritan intervened. We adopted feisty
Cooper, too. My husband and | get teased for being “fostiekils” — families who sometimes can’t bear
to give up their foster animals for adoption. Being adiopairent for Good Sam is awesome but there arg
many other ways that volunteers can get involved. You @GxlKe a difference for these wonderful
animals!

—~——— —~—~ ~ —~—~ ~—— ~ —~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~

al

Lori Underwood - Secretary

My name is Lori Underwood and I'm the board secretary.
Currently | have one elderly cat who | adopted frono&o
Samaritan after providing foster care for him. He waawgesome
| just had to keep him even though he was already 10 yiers o
Tigger has been the best cat I've ever owned, andsldmrhim
excellent "therapy" when | get too stressed out. I'vg beken with
Good Samaritan for a short time, but | have beenasted in
animal welfare for as long as | can remember. My heares
when | see animals neglected. | am excited to be altéke a
more active role in helping abandoned animals find theneVfer"
homes through my service to Good Samaritan Pet Center.
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Sticking With It
By Carol Vogel

| met Sue Fischer after she had joined Good Samaritafoatea parent and was busy fostering kittens. |
went over to take photos of her two recent fosterliogshie website. These two little guys had come to he
dehydrated, malnourished, and underweight. Both had upperatespinfection and runny eyes. Sue had
special place set up for the babies and had been givingnieeications and special food supplements to get
them back on their feet and ready for adoption. Wit'Shelp, it was not very long before the kittens wer
well and placed in great homes.

| learned that Sue had a soft spot in her heart foreless animals. For several years she had been taking
abandoned cats and dogs and finding new homes for them owher‘When | had an opportunity to foster
for Good Samaritan, | said yes,” remarked Sue. “Fagdilis a nitch in my life, and it is so rewarding tees
an animal without any kind of stability get placed in angvwpermanent home.”

After the kittens, Sue chose to foster a few dogs ford&@am. Clem, a 5 year old Australian Shepherd, w.
her first foster dog. He came to us from the Goodlgaasas Shelter and had been there for five years. A
beautiful, intelligent dog, Clem was a little shy andamniliar with life outside the shelter. After a shme
with Sue, Clem was advertized on our websites and sibapted by a family with 5 acres for him to run ang
play on.

Once again Sue was ready to foster a Good Sam dog and alc
came Spider. Spider was a young Lab mix from the Goodlan:
Kansas shelter. Spider had a very rough start iwhieh
included a severe iliness called puppy strangles. Spider als
lacked critical human bonding so very important to puppies.

Spider would bark at his foster family members and exhibited
his lack of bonding by showing initial anxious behavior toward
people. On the other hand, he was great with all thettiags

he came into contact with. Spider was Sue’s speasa.c She
knew Spider would need lots of work, and in the intefdopd
Sam found Sue a small dog of her own from Aurora Animal
Shelter . She named him Shadow. So now she was \gorkin
with Shadow who had some behavior issues going on, and th
there was Spider—a work in progress. Last but not &zame
Rex. Rex was a cute 3 year old Lhasa Apso thateftalsyl his
owners at a shelter after having extensive medical work
(including liver shunt surgery and bladder stones) at & loca
clinic. In addition, he had not been neutered. Good8a
contacted and Sue took Rex back to the clinic (where
incidentally, they were wondering what happened to him.)
They completed Rex’s treatment and neutered him. Sue had
friend, Lavonne, who fell in love with Rex, helped hietover
and then adopted him.

Now she was determined to get Spider to a point wheveohél be able to find a home. She worked with
him on obedience, took him to social events, and had peepldminteract with him. She put out the

Continued on page 12
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maximum effort to prepare Spider for adoption. In addjt&he received supportive feedback and advice
from other knowledgeable folks in the Good Sam netwdflany, many months passed and everyone was
still rooting for Spider. Finally, he started showing sgonogress. He was not so nervous around strange)
he learned to sit and shake and be comfortable in adcraw and behold! Just recently, we got an
application for Spider from Denise, and Spider is nowsmiew home—complete with a buddy dog to play
with! Denise did lots of research before she determivieat kind of dog she wanted for herself and as a
companion for her other dog. “Because Spider wadastar home, | could get the specific details about h
personality and behavior characteristics. | learnedaut him before | applied,” said Denise. Denise
adopted Spider fully prepared to continue working with himtarngrovide him with that loving home.

Where some people would have given up on Spider, Sue stutkimit “| understood what he had been
through and knew that he deserved a second chance,’idhéSpideris going to get that better life.”

Hats off to Sue and her capacity for caring and for isticlvith Spider. We are so pleased that you have
chosen to foster with The Good Samaritan Pet Ceftedearn more about the Good Samaritan Foster
Program call 303-333-2291.

is

i 1&

Dear Good Samaritans,

I've had Rex for about three months now, and he ighastnost

wonderful dog. He is obedient, playful, loving and getstedc

when anyone comes to the door. He is such a happy adaition

my life. A special thanks to Good Samaritan and eafig¢o

Sue Fischer for introducing me to Rex and letting me ke®p hi

until I fell in love with him. He is a wonderful compani
Sincerely, Lavone Wilson

(Note: Read more about Rex on page 11--"Sticking

With It")

Dear Beh and Good Samarite

As | write out this check as a donation to help car@fmrprecious animals, my husband and | are dealing with th
loss of our big man Geordi. He would have been thiryeans old next month. The past year has been so hard fq
us as we've lost three family pets. Harlie, our six ydd black lab, died from cancer. Rocky, our little
dachshund, died on 04-23-07. He was fifteen years old. bidmytGeordi has left us. All our dogs were rescued
and lived such wonderful lives. We take some comfort in knguhat.

On a happier note, we adopted our little guy Tom from Gooeb8tan almost two years ago He continues to do
well and is loved so very much. Please accept our dondtB26000 in memory of our furry family. Our lives are
so much happier and richer because of them. Thank yod thagyou do.

Sincerely, Cathy and Bob Banks

Carol, The kittens (Ebony and Belle) are fine. Youtoawen tell they had spay surgery the other day.
They have both been sweethearts and slept with meditalst night. Ebony seems to love all the toys
and chasing the moving objects on the Wijle Belle just wants to cuddle. It's so cute, she fadlome
everywhere. They have been well behaved and | thamlsqoo much for house training them. It has
been a godsend. | hope JoJo and Timmy have been behawmg foFhanks a million for these
beautiful animals... (I think I miss them more tharythiess me when | have to leave for work.) Keep in
touch! Emily

= @
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Yes! | want to become a member of Good Samaritan Pet * *
Center and help prevent animal abuse and abandonment. gt * /
| am enclosing $25 for a yearly membership ($1,000 foralf ' ' +
time membership). Make checks payabl&tmod Samaritan 0" /. o o*
Pet Center. Membership is renewable annually. Good TR gy x v
Samaritan Pet Center is a 501 c (3) tax-exempt organizatio )
Donations are tax deductible within the limits of currertta | ) * *
laws. We do not share our member’s addresses with aay ot " /

organization.

Name

Address

City State

Zip

Home Phone

Office Phone Email

| would like a volunteer application.  Circl¥ ES

We have many fun and interesting volunteer
opportunities. To talk about membership or
volunteer opportunities please call

Carol at 302-972-307¢
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Lois Petersor lost her special black and white Springer Spaniellyidhes.

Pat Dougherty said goodbye to her beloved cat fri€sisangri-La. They miss her talkative, outgoing
personality.

Teresa Ortiz said goodbye to her long time cattle dog fri@ascal RascalwasTeresa’sbest friend and
constant companion.

We wishDJ Rosenbaum-Smitha Happy Third Birthday! May you have many more!

Thank you taJudy Krause andMonica Bower from Coast to Coast Pet Product$or donating an
abundance of goods to our rescue animals. What a wond#tful

We extend our sympathies $&meandMorgan Brooks on the loss of their wonderful senior dami.

The Good Samaritan Family will miss our dear frih@ryan. He helped volunteer for our organization
for many years.Q was a good man and will be missed.

Thank you taJulie from Chewy’s Bonetiquewho donated lots of dog and cat food for our foster asima
That was awesome!

Katy Dealy said goodbye to her dear cat fridrehny. He will be missed.
DeanandArlene Wood will miss their little Dachshund boyammie

Many thanks tAlex, Tiffany and Jamie for hosting our Beer, Brats n’ Barks fundraisemMae High
Canine Club. We greatly appreciate your support of rescues.

Thank you tdRob atBluepoint Bakery for donating delicious cookies and brownies for our BBeats n’
Barks fundraiser. They were yummy!

Thanks toGary Mobell atBlue Bonnet Mexican Restaurantfor donating the tasty chips and salsa for tH
Beer, Brats n’ Barks fundraiser.

Thanks talenni McKernan from Sheltie Rescudor watchingTimmy andBelle for a week as their foster
mom took a much needed vacation.

Thanks tadDan andKathryn at thePet Stationfor donating all the dry and canned cat food. Our fasies
and kittens thank you!

Sherri Jessenlost her special dog frier8ebe

Thanks taDavid Thornton for going to theHallcrest Kennelsin Elizabeth to walk the rescue dogs and
thanks for providing them with food and dog biscuits.

Bob andLou Tucker said farewell to their special Bernese Mountain Dogyicie.
Happy 50th Birthday t&va Keleti!

Judith Elzi sent in a donation to honor her beloved cocker spZald.
Zeke was a great little guy that liked everybody. Hé lvélsorely
missed byJudith and by his buddZherokee.

e
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Good Samaritan Pet Center is a 50I( ¢ ) 3 organizag¢igistered with the State of

Colorado. All contributions are tax deductible







